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Regional Climatic and Drought Conditions…
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Last CARC Meeting…..
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Moisture Model:  

Current Soil 
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Anomaly
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NDMC ’S WEEKLY COMPOSITE DROUGHT INDICATORS (CDI’S) FOR 
BOTH SHORT-TERM AND LONG-TERM DROUGHT 
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https://ndmcblends.unl.edu/
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NOAA’s Official 3-Month Outlook
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Climate/Drought Summary

 Temperatures have been cooler to near normal throughout the northern to central High Plains over 
the last 60-days and warmer than normal in the western portions of the region and warmer than 
normal for most all of the region for the calendar year.  

 Precipitation over the last 60 days has been mixed in the region with portions of southwest and 
northeastern Kansas, northern and central Nebraska, southeast South Dakota and eastern North 
Dakota well above normal during the period.   

 Nebraska is currently showing 5.61 percent of the state in drought with just under 1% in severe 
drought. Areas of the eastern into central Nebraska have had drought conditions eliminated with 
the recent wetter pattern.

 The seasonal drought outlook that goes through the end of October 2024 has the current drought 
situation holding status quo with maybe further development across the western areas of the 
region. 
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Nebraska Water Supply Update…
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3234.4 feet 
55.4% Full

SOURCE: CNPPID www.cnppid.com
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3234.4 Feet
55.4% of Max
July 2024

SOURCE: CNPPID www.cnppid.com

3223.2 Feet
42.7% of Max
July 2023

3234.6 Feet
55.7% of Max
November 2023



July 2023CARC Meeting
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Lake McConaughy
Civil Engineer Tyler Thulin reported that Lake McConaughy’s elevation was at 3237.9 feet on 

Monday (59.9% capacity). Inflows are around 800 cubic feet per second (cfs) and outflows are 

about 2,220 cfs which is down 500 cfs from last week with the Environmental Account release 

ending on June 30.

SOURCE: CNPPID News Release July 1, 2024

www.cnppid.com
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Republican River Basin
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Hugh Butler: 43.2% (43.7%) of conservation pool

Enders: 19.1% (17.6%) of conservation pool

Harry Strunk: 84.9% (74.5%) of conservation pool

Swanson: 55.4% (47.2%) of conservation pool

*values in red are from the last 
CARC meeting

Source: BOR  http://www.usbr.gov/gp/lakes_reservoirs



Republican River Basin
Harlan County Current Conditions

Conservation Pool is 82.3% full (67.3%) 

258,440 Acre-Feet currently in storage compared to 211,453 Acre-Feet (AF) of water in storage 
during November 2023

Last year at this time, 240,679 AF was in storage (July 2023)

Historical average storage for this time of the year is 268,143  AF
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*values in red are from the last 
CARC meeting 

Source: BOR http://www.usbr.gov/gp/lakes_reservoirs/



14-day average 
streamflow 
compared

to historical 
streamflow for 
the day of year
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Water Supply Summary
 Lake McConaughy is currently 55.4 percent of capacity and has been slowly rising as inflows have 

held steady.

 The Republican River basin reservoirs all have more water in storage than in October during the last 
CARC meeting as the irrigation season has been quiet as wetter than normal conditions have 
helped reduce irrigation demand.  

 Harlan County Reservoir is holding about 47,000 acre-feet more water now than in October and is 
also holding about 10,000 acre-feet less than the historical average for this time of year.
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